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tell you about it involves the president of the united states we're being told by a white house official that the 
president will make a statement at 10 30. president barack obama will make a statement at 10 30 but the 
official did not say what that statement would be about again this is very unusual to happen at 10 30 ona 
sunday night we don't know what the information is but we're being told cnn is being told by a white house 
official that the president will speak at 10 30 make a live statement and cnn will carry it live as soon as we 
get more information about exactly what the president is speaking on we're going to bring it to you live so 
don't go anywhere at the bottom of the hour president barack obama making a live statement we're awaiting 
the president president barack obama expected to make a statement at any moment regarding national 
security it could happen as early as 10 30 pm eastern time we'll carry it for you live on cnn more of our 
breaking news after the break [Music] this is cnn breaking news and the breaking news here on cnn tonight 
we're awaiting president obama to speak soon we're told he's going to do it as early as the bottom of the 
hour 10 30 p.m eastern time and that his address will be about national security i want to bring in my 
colleague now in washington cnn's wolf blitzer he's been working his sources wolff though very unusual at 10 
30 p.m eastern on a saturday night for the president to come out this is an extraordinary development uh i i 
must say don i've covered washington as you know for a long time for the president for the white house to 
make an announcement that the president will address the nation indeed the world in the coming minutes 
and make a very important announcement that's extraordinary what's going on and i'm told by sources it is a 
national security issue it is not repeat not an issue involving libya it's an issue involving another important 
part of the world critically important for the united states given the fact that it would justify the president 
alerting all of us personally at this moment it's not going to be a white house press secretary it's not going to 
be a senior 
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not going to be a senior administration official it's going to be the president addressing the nation from the 
east room at the white house we can only speculate on what that might be i have my own gut instincts on 
what it might be but i'll i'll wait to hear from the president unless sources come come forward and tell me in 
advance originally it was going to be as early as 10 30 which would be in two minutes or so from now but it 
could be pushed back a little bit maybe closer to 10 40 p.m 10 45 p.m eastern i'm now told they're getting 
ready they're getting all their ducks in the in a row right now to alert the world to a major national security 
development one that justifies the president of the united states coming forward and speaking to the nation 
our senior white house correspondent ed henry is standing by as well i don't know if you have more 
information ed what are you learning uh well wolfe uh i just spoke to a senior administration official who 
basically said i cannot get specific about the topic but when i i asked it tell me more the person basically said 
just come in as you said on a sunday night for the president of the united states to make some sort of a 


statement that is unexpected that is last minute that is unplanned is extraordinary it tells you that it is 
something of an extremely high magnitude i don't want to speculate this senior administration official would 
not speculate but did then add that it was national security related as you just reported wolf so obviously we 
don't want to speculate on the range of possibilities but it's clearly something of an extremely important 
matter for the president to get involved this late on a sunday night wolf yeah i've been told now by two 
sources at the white house it certainly justifies all of the major news organizations gearing up for what will be 
a dramatic announcement by the president united states like you i was home you were home we both came 
in uh to uh to get to work to work our sources to find out what's going on uh we'll know soon enough probably 
within the next 15 minutes or so what is going on but it certainly justifies 
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justifies our coming in it justifies people standing by and and hearing what's going on right now don lemon is 
watching all of this i don't know if you're getting more information don but i can tell you as someone who's 
covered washington for a very long time i think all of us should should stay tuned and get ready for a 
dramatic announcement from the president and wolf i agree with you 100 and you said that you had been 
checking with your sources and you had your idea about what you think it is we're not going to speculate 
about it but he said it's not going to be you know a spokesperson for the president it is indeed going to be the 
president some indication about might what it might be about we know it's national security is who's going to 
be in the room with him do we know that do we know if he's alone is he coming with some sort of general the 
secretary of defense a secretary of state do we know anything like that the only thing i know is that senior 
officials are at the white house right now i assume the president will not be alone i don't know that for sure i 
do know it is not and there's been a lot of speculation since this announcement was made that the president 
will address the nation at 10 30 p.m which is now 10 30 p.m it's slipping a little bit maybe closer as i said to 
10 45 p.m uh the only thing i know for sure it is not something involving libya as has been widely speculated 
over the past 45 minutes or so on other news organizations maybe it involves more mark gaddafi as you 
know his son uh his youngest son was reported killed uh yesterday in an airstrike three grandchildren were 
killed a lot of speculation well what about gaddafi i'm told definitively it is not anything to deal with libya not 
anything to deal with qaddafi it's something else now what that could be whether it involves something 
elsewhere in the middle east whether it involves something in another part of the world remains it remains 
unclear and as i say i have my suspicions i suspect i know what's going on but i don't want to speculate at 
this point until i'm 100 sure because it it certainly is not something we want to do so we'll know soon enough 
probably within 
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we'll know soon enough probably within the next 10 or 15 minutes once the president makes this dramatic 
announcement and they're all pool cameras uh network pool cameras now in the east room of the white 
house they're getting ready for this statement from the president on and wolf um it would sort of indicate that 
you you're probably correct about that because when this strike hit muammar gaddafi's son and three of his 
grandchildren the the white house said they were letting nato take the lead on that so if it's indeed about libya 
one would think that they would he would let the president let nato take the lead on this one as well so it 
seems to indicate that you might be correct it's not anything to do with libya and you're absolutely right don if 
it were a fact let's say confirmation of qaddafi something happening to guff nato would take the lead this is a 
nato-led operation i don't think the president united states would uh would alert the world at this hour on a 
sunday night of what's going on and it's only been a handful of times that i recall when when a president has 
done something like this alerted the white house press office alerting all the television networks all the major 
news organizations get ready i've been emailing with senior white house officials trying to find out what's 
going on they all basically say the same thing stay tuned this is big you'll hear it directly from the president 
we're not going to upstage the president of the united states the president has an important announcement 
to make to the world not only the united states but to the world and and we'll see what it is soon enough so i 
think at this point let's see what it is let the president address the nation uh it's going to happen very very 
soon and wolf i did see a a picture in our preview monitor here of the east room as reporters and producers 


and camera people were getting ready uh for the president's speech we've got the live picture of the white 
house but again they are getting ready in the east room as wolf blitzer said it should happen at first we heard 
as early as 10 30 and wolf is saying probably pushed back to about 10 45 also our head ed henry who is our 
chief white house correspondent is available as well and wolf as you know the the worldwide resources of 
cnn we've got everyone on top of this 
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we've got everyone on top of this and we're going to carry it live but again i'd have to say ed you're sitting 
here listening to wolf and i um and it is unusual wolf says he can only remember a number just a few times 
that this has happened in history since he's been covering politics no absolutely don i mean on a sunday 
evening and in fact there is something called a lid where the traveling press corps with the president the pool 
he had been out playing golf early this morning and then they called a lid meaning he was not going to do 
any more movements not make any speeches no statements basically the press corps could go home 
because he was going to stay in the white house and not do anything tonight all of a sudden a couple of 
hours ago that travel pool was called back from home and said get into the white house as soon as you can 
the president's making a statement as early as 10 30 p.m eastern time here on a sunday evening to say that 
this is dramatic would be a big big understatement and again i spoke to a senior administration official as i 
was trying to sort this out and rushing over here to the white house and this official just said just get in yeah 
listen i want to update our viewers our wolf blitzer is there he's getting information you could see him and 
he's on his computer on his blackberry he has been working his sources and i want to welcome our viewers 
from around the world our international viewers as well the breaking news here on cnn tonight on cnn tonight 
is that president barack obama the u.s president will make a statement very shortly that statement will be 
about national security as we look at live pictures of the white house now the president according to our wolf 
blitzer will do that in the east room where they're setting up for that live statement now wolf blitzer joins us as 
well as ed henry wolfe i'm not sure if you have any information i see you're working your sources there what 
do you know so far well i i'm just been told by a senior white house official that we at cnn have been very 
responsible uh in our reporting so far and they deeply appreciate uh the restraint that we have that we're 
showing right now that we're not speculating uh other news organizations are wildly speculating right now 
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speculating right now we do know and i just want to repeat for our international viewers who are joining us 
right now not only here in the united states but around the world this is what we know about an hour or so 
ago the president's white house press secretary informed the major news organizations the television 
networks the cable networks uh that the president would make a statement to the nation indeed to the world 
at 10 30 p.m eastern it's now 10 36 p.m eastern i've been told a little while ago this statement will probably 
slip till around 10 45 p.m eastern the president will go into the east room of the white house and he will then 
make his announcement he will make his statement we're told a it will be a statement involving national 
security not domestic matters not economic issues it will it will be a statement involving national security i am 
also told privately by white house officials it will not repeat not be anything involving libya there had been wild 
speculation over the past hour or so that the president was calling uh this uh this statement i was making this 
statement in order to make some sort of announcement about muammar qaddafi or libya that is not in the 
cards right now it is it is something involving another critically important part of the world to the united states 
uh something that would justify not a senior administration official not a white house press secretary not a 
state department official or a pentagon official making some sort of statement releasing a written document 
but it is something that important that the president of the united states on a sunday evening late sunday 
evening here on the east coast of the united states is going to go into the east room of the white house and 
address the nation and indeed address the world so i i don't think we can uh we can over emphasize how 
significant this statement is about to be don this is a statement that will be very important and i assume we'll 
be digesting it for some time as we hear from the president of the united states as i say i have my own 
suspicions on what the president is going to announce probably something we've been looking forward to at 
least 
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we've been looking forward to at least from the u.s perspective for quite a while but we'll soon find out let's 
not go get carried away we'll soon find out from the president himself once we know for sure what the 
announcement is our viewers will know at the same time we know if we get it earlier we'll of course we'll we'll 
of course let them what we suspect the president will say if we have it definitively where as i say we're not 
going to just speculate we're not just going to guess one source on a story like this don is not enough you 
need multiple sources in order to go with it and we'll wait and we'll see the world will know very very soon 
yeah wolf thank you for that and stand by wolf blitzer again let's update our viewers here uh you're watching 
breaking news on cnn i'm don lemon at the at the cnn world headquarters in atlanta i want to welcome our 
international viewers our viewers from around the world we've gotten word from a white house official that 
the u.s president barack obama is to make a statement very shortly about national security our wolf blitzer is 
here as well as our senior white house correspondent ed henry ed you usually travel with the president and 
you said you got word for everyone to come back and get to work because there was going to be a major 
announcement that's right don basically the press corps had been told a president not going to be doing 
anything else for the rest of the day he'd been up late last night at the white house correspondents 
association dinner played some golf early this morning with some staffers and it basically was taking the rest 
of the day off just over an hour ago the press corps was called back to the white house and said the 
president's making some sort of a statement as early as 10 30 pm eastern time as wolf said that's obviously 
slipped now uh all kinds of speculation is obviously flying around we're trying to be as careful and cautious 
as possible but one senior administration official told me as wolf has reported as well that is national security 
related this official said i can't go any further but just come in basically come into the office you're going to 
want to be here for the president's statement they are trying to underline that um that this is going to be an 
extremely dramatic statement 
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be an extremely dramatic statement yeah and ed i do have to Say it's been a very busy week for the 
president he's been down south uh twice to visit the storm victims and also gabrielle giffords and her 
husband who was supposed to lead the endeavor uh mission into space but it was it was delayed and as you 
said and as wolf blitzer has pointed out so keenly here one would think people have been speculating about 
this you might draw some conclusion to the air strikes yesterday in libya that killed moammar gadhafi's son 
and his three grandchildren but we can't speculate about that now can we end no we can't i mean wolf is 
reporting uh that he has one from at least one official that it is not libya related this particular statement but 
you're right to underscore that there is a lot happening around the world right now and while we talk a lot 
about the economy and all these important domestic issues there are a lot of critical national security issues 
uh that are intensifying all around the world particularly in the mideast and and north africa but beyond just 
libya uh and and this president has to stay on top of it around the clock literally now almost at 11 p.m eastern 
time here on a sunday evening time yeah it's 10 41 eastern time here in the united states ed our wolf blitzer 
is working his sources he's also here uh with us in washington as well and we are we are looking at the 
monitors here let me interrupt go ahead i'm told now is slipping a little bit further the statement is going to be 
made a closer to 10 50 p.m eastern and about nine minutes or so from now as opposed to 10 45 probably 
closer to 10 50 p.m i'm also told it's in part designed because the white house and the president they are 
informing others key people here in washington and indeed around the world in advance about what's going 
on uh so uh so they're they're letting it slip a little bit uh but i i'm guessing within the next eight or nine 
minutes the president will address the nation from the east room of the white house and let us know 
precisely what has happened and we'll we'll hear it from the president directly yeah and you said wolf that 
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directly yeah and you said wolf that because of this because of the importance of what the president is going 
to announce that they want to have everything in order yes they you know this is uh this is something uh and 
i'm i i without without that you know sharing what i what i suspect that i say i suspect because i don't know for 


a hundred percent but what i suspect is going to announce this is something that's been in the works for 
obviously a long long time and it's something that the american people and indeed the world will want to hear 
directly from the president of the united states so i don't want to speculate too much about what probably the 
president uh is getting ready to announce but it's a very very important development right now and it's 
something that uh that will will will generate a lot a lot of reaction understandably so and wolf i Know you're 
working your sources i'm sure your blackberry is going crazy there so we're gonna let you work your sources 
for a little bit and i'm gonna bring ed henry uh back in for a moment so ed again usually travels he's part of 
the the white house press corps travels with the president uh and he is getting information as well uh if you 
listen to our wolf blitzer and then you sort of read between the lines and you you see the emails of what 
they're saying national security related you know at 10 30 on a sunday night uh in washington the president 
going to the east room he's not going to the press briefing room uh it's not going to be someone giving a 
statement for him but ed before that i want to bring in cnn's john king he's the host of jk usa john king what 
do you know don cnn is told by several sources now that the president of the united states will announce in 
just moments that the united states has the body of osama bin laden that osama bin laden has been killed 
and that the united states is convinced that it has the body of osama bin laden the mastermind of 911 the 
architect of al qaeda we don't know the details we don't know how this came about but we are told now by 
several sources administration sources and congressional sources that the administration is now telling 
senior members of congress and 
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telling senior members of congress and telling others that it believes it now has it is convinced it now has the 
body of osama bin laden he has been killed we don't know the details of how that happened but that is the 
dramatic announcement the president will make and don just think of what this means yeah almost 10 years 
since the 9 11 attacks more than that since osama bin laden has been the head of al-qaeda the president 
united states is to walk into the briefing room on a sunday night and tell the nation that after all this waiting all 
this heartache all this search all this failure that the united states government is now convinced that it has the 
body of osama bin laden and osama bin laden is dead almost 10 years after the 9 11 attack in wolf blitzer we 
covered the white house for a long time together you know just what this means you know what a figure 
osama bin laden has become a nefarious figure around the world not just the united states the president of 
the united states barack obama about to walk into the united states briefing room and say that the united 
states is now certain certain osama bin laden has been killed and his body has been identified and i must 
say i must say john the top officials of the white house are now briefing the top leadership of the house and 
the senate the intelligence committee members and others on precisely what has what has happened how 
this unfolded we'll get all the specifics from the president probably in the next five or ten minutes or so maybe 
within five minutes we'll hear directly from the president uh bin laden is dead the united states has the body 
all of that we've suspected that for the past hour or so but we want it to be very very precise this is something 
as john king and as everybody else knows something the u.s has been trying to do for almost almost 10 
years we're approaching the 10th anniversary of 9 11. it's been a huge huge operation they were close in the 
first few months after 9 11 in torabora some other places in afghanistan maybe in pakistan but now it has 
finally happened all of that hard work 
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that hard work finally has happened bin laden is dead we will find out who else is dead from the president of 
the united states when he addresses the nation john all of our viewers here in the united states that were 
being simulcast on cnn international around the world this is one of those moments that everyone will always 
remember where they were when they heard that bin laden is dead and wolf if you're in the united states you 
remember where you were when 9 11 took place you remember where you were when you first heard the 
name osama bin laden for many americans and many around the world it was before 9 11 but he became 
the household name the face of terrorism the face of global terrorism the face of al-qaeda on 9 11. we are 
approaching the 10-year anniversary and the united states so many times has said it is close to osama bin 
laden torah borah so many times has said it has lost the precise location of osama bin laden so many times 


has tried to say it's not about osama bin laden it is about disintegrating dismantling splintering the al qaeda 
network but of course it has always been about osama bin laden because of his personal role in the largest 
most devastating terrorist attack against the united states america in its history and tonight barack obama the 
president of the united states will walk into the white house briefing room and deliver a statement that you 
know of course george w bush would have loved to have delivered during his presidency because he was 
the president on 9 11 that the united states has now confirmed the death of osama bin laden what does that 
mean does that mean al-qaeda disappears of course it does not uh al-qaeda has become a very different a 
very splintered a very fractured organization you can find pieces of it in yemen pieces of it in somalia pieces 
of it still in afghanistan and in pakistan pieces of it around the world but osama bin laden has been the 
singular face of global terrorism and anti-american terrorism for 10 years now plus wolf and for a president of 
the united states to walk into the white house briefing room and you know you know the level of 
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and you know you know the level of confirmation they would require for the president of the united states to 
walk in and tell the american people to tell the world that osama bin laden is dead and the united states has 
confirmed that that is a huge development a hugely significant development it does not erase al qaeda from 
the face of the earth but it does erase when the president makes that announcement from the face of the 
earth the singular face asked the people of new york city as the people who lost lives at the pentagon uh this 
has been the announcement they have been waiting for for nearly ten long years wolf and and and let me be 
precise that it's not just enough for the president of the united states to guess or for his top intelligence 
officials to tell him that bin laden is dead they actually needed the body they needed to do a dna sample to 
make sure that the person that they suspected had been killed bin laden was in fact midline they had dna 
evidence of bin laden they had been waiting for many many years because this was a deliberate effort to go 
out and capture or kill bin laden and they wanted to make sure a hundred percent that if they in in fact 
suspected that bin laden was killed one way or another directly through a precision guided missile through a 
predator drone or whatever method he was killed they wanted to make sure that it was in fact bin laden it 
wasn't somebody else so they needed the body they needed to do the dna evidence they had dna from bin 
laden enough dna and obviously the physical uh the physical resemblance to the to bitter laden and the 
person who was killed to convince the president united states on this sunday night may 1st 2011 the 
president of the united states would interrupt everyone's evening here on the east coast throughout the 
united states indeed throughout the world go on national television and alert all of us to this very very historic 
and dramatic development it's almost 10.50 the latest information 
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it's almost 10.50 the latest information i was getting from my sources as it would probably probably slip till 
around 10 50 but it's obviously slipping a little bit further john because you and i understand the way 
washington works the president has to alert key members of congress before he alerts everyone else and 
some key members of congress are alerting their staffs word is getting out it has now gotten out uh rather 
thoroughly indeed we're we're sharing it over the past several minutes with our viewers in the united states 
and around the world that bin laden is dead and and i i don't think we can overemphasize how significant this 
is i'll be listening as you will and so many others what about ayman al-zawahiri the number two uh al-qaeda 
leader wizzy with bin laden is he still alive un what happens to him uh we might get more of those details not 
just from the president but in subsequent briefings from top national security officials at the white house it's 
it's one of those moments and i remember a few years ago wasn't that long ago john you and i were covering 
when they announced that that saddam hussein had been captured he was later executed following a trial 
but it's one of those moments that we will always always remember john and wolf just just go back and think 
of the sentence you just spoke bin laden is dead bin laden is dead to the american people who have seen 
him as the face of global terrorism the face of anti-american terrorism for the last decade or more the 
sentence bin laden is dead speaks magnitudes george w bush said dead or alive remember those days 
george w bush said dead or alive we will get him uh there was the effort to bring osama bin laden to justice 


there were this the effort the futile effort the failed effort in tora bora and for the last 10 years we have asked 
our intelligence sources off and on what's the latest have you heard any chatter do you know where he is is 
he in the in waziristan is he in a cave somewhere 
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in waziristan is he in a cave somewhere is he in afghanistan or pakistan somewhere in the never land or the 
ungovernable never land of that is he still in charge of al-qaeda and that you ask such important questions 
where is al-zawari how will al-qaeda survive after this but he is the central leader he has been the central 
unifying dramatic figure of al-qaeda for more than the last decade and so this is a signature achievement and 
the president united states would not walk into the white house briefing room late on a sunday night to say 
bin laden is dead unless the white house was absolutely certain that bin laden is dead we don't know the 
next chapter of al qaeda we don't know but we do know tonight that a signature chapter of the terrorism 
movement that has devastated the united states whether we're talking about kenya whether we're talking 
about the uss cole whether we're talking about the horrible 9 11 i remember that day very sadly fleeing the 
white house and watching what happened to washington and watching what happened to the united states of 
america on that day we are closing a page a chapter of that moment tonight when the president washington 
briefing room moments from now and says bin laden is dead just imagine the magnitude of that sentence 
osama bin laden here here's something else john that we have to appreciate what follows because bin laden 
to most of the world is a terrorist a thug a killer responsible for 9 11 and several other major terrorist attacks 
not only against americans but against others whether in europe or in africa in the middle east other parts of 
the world in asia as well so most of the world will be thrilled but there will be some including al qaeda 
supporters al qaeda affiliates who will not be happy about this and no doubt are already plotting revenge to 
them bin laden is a hero and as a result the u.s national security team indeed security teams around the 
world they have to be prepared right now for retaliation if this were one of 


00:28:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=Blu2QKgBO9s&t=1680s 





for retaliation if this were one of those moments where the threat level could be intensified it probably would 
be intensified at least in the short term right now gearing up for some immediate uh terrorist response from 
bin laden's supporters it's something that the u.s intelligence community the national security community the 
military community in afghanistan in iraq in uh all over the world everyone has to be sensitive to that right 
now and i assume the president will make that point when he addresses the nation only moments from now 
and just to recap for viewers who are just tuning in to cnn and cnn international right now this is what we can 
confirm the president united states moments from now will be in the east room of the white house he will 
address the nation and the world and announce officially that bin laden is dead he will say the united states 
has the body of bin laden and has confirmed that it is in fact osama bin laden nearly 10 years after 9 he he 
not only uh was killed but it's been confirmed that the the body that was killed is in fact bin laden's body i 
don't know who else was killed in the process we don't know the details of how this happened but we do 
know that the president on a late sunday evening going into the east room of the white house to make this 
announcement would not do this unless the u-s intelligence community and others were 100 percent 
convinced we know that leon panetta the central intelligence agency director the cia director who is about to 
become assuming he's confirmed by the senate this the defense department the defense secretary we know 
panetta has already been calling key members of congress and giving them the word uh the official word that 
bin laden is dead once again the president momentarily will be making the statement we will stay with this 
we're not going anywhere this is one of those moments in history all of us will always always remember john 
as we as we assess what's going on give us a little bit more perspective 
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give us a little bit more perspective on what we're about to hear well wolf a consider the moment and again 
i'm going to say it and over and over again for people watching at home imagine since 9 11 maybe since 
before then if you remember call the uss cole if you remember the attacks on the embassy in kenya in 


tanzania osama bin laden is dead that in and of itself is such a signature statement such an amazing chapter 
in the history of the of the recent of our recent history but then consider the moment consider the moment we 
are near 10 years to the anniversary of 9 11. look what has been happening in the so many people have said 
that it is a devastating blow to al qaeda to have a pro-democracy movement in egypt a pro-democracy 
movement in tunisia the government of syria under severe stress cracking down on its people in a bloody 
brutal horrible way in libya tonight one of umar qaddafi's sons killed just yesterday in u.s airstrikes the 
question of what will happen in that country all across the arab world all across the middle east and north 
africa there is dramatic change at issue in that change it's not the united states of america is not per se the 
government of saudi arabia all the rallying cries of osama bin laden are not the big issues in the dramatic 
change that is happening across the arab world so you have now on this night wolf with all this change 
playing out and more than 20 arab nations have had some form of political demonstration some form of 
unrest in the past two or three months and in the middle of that now headline around the world tomorrow 
morning when everybody wakes up on monday it's already monday morning in the middle east is osama bin 
laden is dead at a time of amazing foment an amazing change in the middle east to have this signature face 
of anti-american anti-western anti-saudi hatred killed we can't understand we do know what it will mean to 
the people in the united states we do know what it will mean to the people who lost the 3000 
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lost the 3000 plus who lost their lives on 9 11. we do perhaps have some understanding of what it will mean 
to them what will it mean at a time when the most vulnerable region of the world is undergoing this amazing 
arab spring this amazing sense of change that is more about empowering people is about using the internet 
using any means people can have in syria and libya and elsewhere to speak their voice to ask for change 
what will it mean we don't know but that it happens at this moment i think magnifies its significance 
exponentially it will send a send a rocket around the world to so many elements uh john as they as they 
watch what's going on because this has been a determined u.s effort for nearly ten years to capture or kill bin 
laden we don't know the details other than we we now believe uh he was killed in afghanistan there had 
been widespread speculation he and ayman al-zawahiri may be hiding out in pakistan we're told that the 
body at least uh has been recovered and it isn't in afghanistan right now and they did the full analysis to 
make sure this in fact is bin laden gloria borger is watching all of this gloria you know as as we we hear 
what's going on as people around the country indeed around the world hear that bin laden is dead uh they're 
beginning to process the the enormous historic moment right now and i want you to weigh in well i think it is 
enormous and as john was saying every day since 9 11 in one form or another people have been asking why 
don't we get osama bin laden where is osama bin laden i think this is a process that has gone on in the 
previous administration and continued into this administration i'm very curious as to how this occurred was 
this a drone for example we unders we know that predator drones are being used so much more frequently 
particularly um in this administration and in uh 
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um in this administration and in uh speaking with some people at the white house through my through my 
blackberry tonight it was very clear to me that uh this that a very serious announcement was about to be 
made i got one email from a senior advisor at the white house which had three words which was go to work 
so it's very clear that the enormity that this is an enormous story and the white house not only in trying to 
confirm everything about this process and try and tell the american people about it but also needs to have 
exactly the right pitch and tone in their statement because as john pointed out they're not just speaking to 
americans where the reaction will be obvious but they're speaking around the world uh particularly to the 
arab world so um i think that uh uh that it's got to be very carefully worded and this is something that we 
should all know it's a search that's been going on since uh since 9 11. our national security contributor fran 
thompson is on the phone fran was a former homeland security adviser to president bush during the bush 
administration immediately after 9 11 fran for years that followed this was the goal capture or kill bin laden 
dead or alive in the words of the former president of the united states it has now happened fran bin laden is 
dead it has occurred during the obama administration we're waiting to hear from the president himself all the 


details the details he wants to share with with the american people indeed with the world as his aides 
probably will share more details uh but uh ii i'm sure when you heard the word the confirmation that we got 
that that bin laden is dead you must have been uh i i can only imagine so thrilled given the enormous work 
you and the bush administration tried to do to kill bin laden 
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tried to do to kill bin laden wolfe look it really doesn't matter during what administration it's an enormous 
moment for the country um yes it will be an enormous moment for this president but really wolf this goes 
beyond the usual politics of washington um it's a tremendous achievement and it's one of those things we'll 
see what the president says we'll see what we find out about the details but this is one of those things that 
takes all the time and all the people over over as you say 10 years to get to this moment i'm now told by a 
white house official by the way it's going to slip a little bit further the president's statement probably closer to 
11 10 p.m or even 11 15 p.m eastern they're working on the final statement they're making sure that that all 
of the various contacts have been made so uh we're we're now speculating maybe another 10 or 15 minutes 
from now we'll hear directly from the president in the east room of the white house the network pool cameras 
are there they are ready to go the president will be ready to go shortly he will formally make the dramatic 
announcement that osama bin laden is dead confirmed dead the u.s has the body that's the picture from the 
east room of the white house you'll see the president announce we just lost that picture but we will regain 
that picture the president will walk in up to that podium and make the announcement and go into some detail 
giving all of us some perspective on how this occurred when it occurred what it means john i'm also being 
told that as a precaution a prudent precaution u.s military national security intelligence officials are taking 
steps right now in case bin laden or al qaeda supporters plot or plan some sort of immediate retaliation you 
would expect that based on the playbook since 9 11 and you would expect that based on the significance the 
monumental significance of this announcement osama bin laden is dead the president is moments away 
from delivering that address to the american people we're 
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address to the american people we're told he's making phone calls also his senior staff is making phone calls 
not only to key members of the united states congress and the key members of the united states national 
security apparatus but also to key leaders around the world as well when the president makes that statement 
yes u.s military installations u.s diplomatic installations other global installations have been placed on an 
elevated state of alert just in case there is a backlash wolf we are also told and i'm told that osama milan was 
killed based on actionable u.s intelligence by a u.s asset i've been unable to confirm exactly what that means 
uh normally by a u.s asset means that that's a some sort of a drone or an unmanned predator operation 
around the world i do not have direct confirmation of the specific military instrument yet but i i am told by two 
very good sources one in the administration one someone in congress who has been briefed that osama bin 
laden the president one ounce has been killed and these sources tell us has been killed based on actionable 
us intelligence which fran townsend and others can tell you is detailed u.s intelligence that reaches the 
threshold of taking the extraordinary step of then authorizing a u.s military strike or a cia drone some of that 
effect a predator drone strike against a location always a risk of civilian casualties civilian fatalities in such a 
case so the actionable intelligence has to be of crystal clarity to do that i'm told that actual uh actionable u.s 
intelligence led to this strike that in the end the president will announce just moments from now led to the 
death osama bin laden in the united states will say it has confirmed that is indeed osama bin laden the 
mastermind of 9 11. and our senior white house correspondent henry john is getting more details now what 
else are you getting at perfectly on what john was just saying about a u.s asset being used there can you not 
hear me well yeah i hear you now go ahead can you hear me wolf okay now following what john said about a 
u.s military asset being involved here i'm now told by a senior u.s official 
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i'm now told by a senior u.s official telling cnn that osama bin laden was killed by u.s military asset as john 
said but specifically new information in a mansion pardon me outside islam islamabad pakistan along with 
other family members so other members of bin laden's family were with him in this mansion outside 
islamabad when he was killed significant of course because we've uh suspected for years there's been 
intelligence suggesting that bin laden was moving from cave to cave was in hiding this suggests perhaps uh 
he may have been hiding obviously but he was somewhere more out in the open than in a cave somewhere 
number one number two following on what you're talking about the threats i'm told by a senior republican 
official that early this morning military bases around the world u.s military bases were told to to go to a much 
higher uh threat level because of a viable threat obviously once the u.s knew that bin laden was dead they 
thought that the reaction once that spread around the mideast could result in attacks against u.s military 
bases our colleague barbara starr reporting as well that u.s defense assets worldwide were escalated to 
bravo force protection uh extremely high levels to prepare for the president's announcement here wolf all 
right so this is significant uh that bin laden was killed in a mansion outside of islamabad the capital of 
pakistan not in some sort of tribal remote areas along the border with afghanistan but in but near islamabad 
in pakistan we are told we we we think we are we we believe bin laden's body has now been moved to 
afghanistan but we're not 100 sure of that but uh but he was killed in a mansion outside of the pakistani 
capital of islamabad uh that it sounds to me like a cia operation when they speak of assets that doesn't 
necessarily mean military uh forces or anything like that it could be a local cia asset who went out and killed 
him but we're gonna get all those details uh pretty soon nick robertson is joining us from the united kingdom 
right now nick 
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now nick you were in afghanistan on 9 11 almost 10 years ago and the world is now only beginning to learn 
that the united states in some sort of coordinated operation whether with the assistance of others or not the 
united states has confirmed that bin laden is dead go ahead and weigh in if wolf if it proves as we are 
beginning to understand that this uh his killing has taken place in pakistan that has been hiding in pakistan 
close to the capital of pakistan islamabad this is also going to have a very uh diffic is going to make our 
relations with pakistan even more afraid and even more difficult it would not be difficult to imagine either that 
there will be some sort of protest and backlash on the streets there of islamabad but this has been exactly 
the concern of uh western officials that bin laden has effectively been hiding in plain sight if you will that he 
has been across the border inside pakistan that he has been hiding uh not in the remote border areas but 
close to one of these major cities and if indeed it is true that in islamabad that it is islamabad then this is 
going to strain u.s pakistani pakistani european uh relations it's also going to put a huge strain on the 
government of pakistan this has been one of the most difficult and thorniest of issues for them to deal with 
the fact what happens if bin laden is arrested or killed on their soil because it's going to immediately show 
um that that he has been hiding there that despite their claims that they have been trying their best to 
capture him um that there are holes in their intelligence operations that they've been unaware of and that he 
has indeed been able to sort of duck out of sight there the immediate implications for al qaeda worldwide it is 
unlikely to uh to kill off al qaeda 
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uh to kill off al qaeda but it is going to have a huge psychological impact on members of the organization is 
also very likely that we're going to hear members of the organization on the internet saying that they don't 
believe this so very likely the united states uh president obama are going to have to go quite some distance 
to prove and to show uh to these al-qaeda adherents that they have in fact killed osama bin laden and that's 
very much what i think part of what we can expect from president obama when he does speak because of 
course al-qaeda members are going to say that this is not true that this is part of western propaganda and 
they won't believe it until they see some evidence and i think that's what we we will be looking and hearing 
uh shortly wolf stand by for a moment our congressional producer deirdre walsh is reporting now that vice 
president joe biden has phoned uh the number two republican in the house of representatives eric cantor to 
inform him that bin laden uh is uh is is dead that bin laden has been killed ed henry's over at the white house 


i'm getting emails from around the world right now and tweets and people are cheering they're applauding 
you're getting some reaction from outside the white house right now very late on a sunday evening maybe 30 
40 tourists as you know it's sort of the spring break season a lot of tourists here in washington right now 30 
seconds ago they were chanting usa usa they're taking pictures outside the white house they're chanting you 
can hear a little bit of applause etc i'll try to let that play out but they were just chanting usa usa and i got a 
statement from kerry lamack she is one of the uh very famous uh you know unfortunately and tragically she's 
so outspoken after her mother was killed on 9 11 she became one of the biggest advocates for the families 
of the victim she gave me a very quick statement saying she cannot express how this feels to my family relief 
is one word we hope we can now focus on all that that madman took namely nearly 3 000 


00:46:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=Blu2QKgBO9s&t=2760s 





that madman took namely nearly 3 000 plus innocent victims you hear now i think usa usa again behind me 
cleo abdullah our photojournalist is trying to pan over there it's very dark here but i'm sure you can hear it 
yeah we could hear it uh we can hear let's just listen to see if we can hear it i think they've stopped on for 
they're going in and out but in any event this is just spontaneous they appear to be taurus uh you know just 
here they're outside the white house taking pictures they feel very proud about this moment in american and 
world history obviously wolf yeah and we're already getting reaction from family members uh ed uh of those 
who were killed on 9 11 in new york city at the pentagon in pennsylvania uh and the the family reactions 
obviously are going to be an enormously important part of this story the confirmation now that osama bin 
laden has been killed at a mansion outside of islamabad the capital of pakistan almost hiding in plain sight if 
you will there had been all sorts of speculation in recent years he was in some remote tribal area of a 
mountainous area of pakistan along the border with afghanistan an area hard to get to an area that was 
almost impossible to find but if in fact these reports that we believe they are true that he was killed in a 
mansion outside the pakistani capital of islamabad which is where so much of the activity uh you know so 
much of the world was focusing their attention on other areas in fact he was killed at a mansion outside of 
islamabad that would just be a huge huge part of this story john king is getting more information for us as 
well what else are you picking up john a wolf i would just want to reiterate i'm told it was a united states asset 
that killed osama bin laden based on actionable us intelligence the president united states will announce that 
just moments from now as you noted the statement has been delayed several times in part because the 
administration is trying to notify not only key members of 
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trying to notify not only key members of the united states congress other key members of the national 
security apparatus also trying to notify world leaders and trying to make certain that u.s diplomatic and 
military operations around the world and this was put in place hours ago well before we have been told of 
this information it has been spread around the system if you will to go on a higher state or alert just in case 
there is some sort of retaliatory action by either those directly involved in al qaeda or sympathizes of osama 
bin laden so everything is put being put on the heightened state of alert but just a couple of months shy of 
the 10th anniversary of 9 11 a president of the united states is going to walk in to a white house 
announcement tonight and say osama bin laden is dead there are big questions the white house is trying to 
answer tonight that is what is the long-term effect on the operations of al qaeda you have cut off if you will 
the head the organizational chief of al-qaeda but we do know in the last 10 years wolf and we've covered this 
story together al-qaeda has splintered in many ways somalia yemen other places around the world still a bit 
in afghanistan still significantly in pakistan so there are counter-terrorism questions that have to be answered 
in the days and weeks and months that follow but the significance of this moment is quite stunning that the 
president of the united states it happens to be president barack obama but that a president of the united 
states will walk in and say based on intelligence the united states launched a strike that has now confirmed 
the killing of osama bin laden the head of al qaeda the mastermind of 911 the mastermind of so many other 
terrorist attacks against the united states and other key western and u.s allies around the world over the last 
10 to 15 years it is of enormous enormous significance and that it happens wolf at such a volatile and for the 


most part a lot of question marks but for the most part inspirational moment when you look at the middle east 
and north africa a region you know so well from covering it and we've done it together over the last decade 
and more that it happens at this moment that 
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that it happens at this moment that osama bin laden is dead i think we would be silly not to understand the 
potential the magnification of the moment it is such a huge moment anyway but that it happens now in the 
middle of all this dramatic change in the middle east and north africa throughout the arab world it is hard it 
and you have more questions than answers we have as we always do in such huge breaking news more 
questions than answers but wow it is such a monumental consequential moment it's a huge huge 
development in historic development gloria borger is working her sources as well what else are you picking 
up gloria uh wolf i have one senate source which says and you've been talking about that this was in 
pakistan and that it was a human operation not a drone we've been talking about the fact that we've been 
using drones uh to target high value uh targets and so my inclination was to think that this might have been a 
drone but i was told a human operation so we'll have to learn a little bit more about how that uh how that was 
conceived and how that was carried out it's very clear then that uh we had some kind of a lead and we're 
tracking uh osama bin laden who after all seemed not to have to have been in a cave um another question i 
have wolf on a more philosophical level is that we'll be talking about what this does to america's prestige 
around the world one of my sources was emailing me and say what does it now say about our ability as a 
country to project power now that we've gotten uh bin laden and now that we know that it was a human 
operation and you know it's what's amazing gloria is you know for those of us who have been to islamabad 
uh which is a modern capital city uh of pakistan uh that bin laden was hiding in a mansion there not in some 
remote tribal area where it's hard to get to surrounded by supporters but in islamabad 
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islamabad i know afghani officials are already emailing me saying we told you he wasn't in afghanistan we 
had searched and searched in afghanistan now they're sort of saying you know what we always suspected 
he was in pakistan pakistani officials have always said we have no evidence he's in pakistan if you give us 
actionable intelligence we'll help you find him in pakistan we don't know at this point we suspect gloria this 
was a cia operation we don't know if there was assistance from elements of pakistan's intelligence service or 
not who gave the u.s the initial tips uh where bin laden might be hiding out with his family all of those details 
remain to be answered but it will have a dramatic spillover effect on u.s relations with afghanistan with 
pakistan and what happens now and especially uh these are pictures by the way outside the white house 
right now you can see people gathering with the american flag and henry just saying they were they were 
they were just chanting usa usa these images that we're seeing outside the north gate the northwest gate of 
the white house on pennsylvania avenue will be seeing all over the world let's listen in for a moment 
[Applause] uh [Applause] and there it is you just heard they're singing the star-spangled banner tourists 
others just gathering outside 
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tourists others just gathering outside the white house here in washington d.c we're standing by to hear from 
the president of the united states he's finishing up final phone calls finishing up final remarks originally the 
white house said he would be speaking addressing the nation and the world at 10 30 p.m eastern it's now 11 
20 p.m eastern we're told very soon the president will go into the east room and speak and tell the world 
officially that bin laden is dead nick payton walsh is our correspondent kabul afghanistan right now what are 
you learning over there nick they're involved in that operation [Applause] and nick payton walsh in kabul can 
you hear me i can hear you wolf hi all right go ahead and tell us what you're learning in kabul it's now early 
morning in kabul absolutely absolutely i've just spoken to a senior pakistani intelligence official who was 
saying very little but one key thing he is confirming the death of bin laden he is saying it is the result of a 
highly sensitive quote intelligence operation that led to bin laden's death and very importantly he is also 


saying that pakistani intelligence operatives were involved in this operation now you obviously can bear in 
mind that accusations of collusion that will come out now it's emerged that osama bin laden was in 
islamabad if that turns out to be the case by the pakistanis releasing this information and confirming the 
death they're obviously wanting to show that they're an ally to the united states in the war on terror and i 
think clearly also try and i think preempt any accusations of collusion wolf indeed if if pakistani intelligence if 
the the government of pakistan were directly involved in helping the united states kill bin laden that would 
certainly at least in the short term dramatically improve u.s pakistani relations because if in fact pakistan 
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relations because if in fact pakistan was not involved in this and yet he was hiding in a mansion outside the 
pakistani capital of islamabad that on the other hand would dramatically uh disrupt further disrupt relations 
between the u.s and pakistan we don't know all the specific details what role pakistan pakistan's intelligence 
pakistan's military may have played in helping the united states find bin laden find where he was located at 
this mansion outside of islamabad but if in fact pakistani intelligence was directly involved in helping the u.s 
that would certainly strengthen the u.s pakistani relationship in the short term and let's not forget this 
significant point it's not just since 9 11 that the u.s and others have been going after bin laden this many 
years earlier in the early 90s the first attack on the world trade center back in 1993 there has beenaa 
concerted effort to find bin laden to arrest bin laden to kill him if necessary and we do know that after 9 11 up 
then president george w bush signed signed specific uh executive orders authorizing the united states to go 
ahead and assassinate bin laden if possible he always said if all of our viewers remember correctly and they 
do that bin laden was wanted dead or alive he approved orders to go ahead to the cia and other members of 
the u.s government if they find bin laden it's okay to kill him if necessary and that apparently has been uh 
what has happened just now chris lawrence is our pentagon correspondent chris what are you picking up 
hey wolf i just got done speaking with a defense official who said uh right now there has been no change to 
the security procedures at the bases there in afghanistan uh there's a point that you brought up earlier with 
john king about the fact that obviously there could be a counter punch by al qaeda and its allies and its 
sympathizers to what has happened here now and what is about to be announced 
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about to be announced in that they may try to strike back in retaliation for the death of osama bin laden so 
again no change right now in the security procedures and the bases in afghanistan and i think now in just 
some of the conversations i had with defense officials a lot of the attention has already started to turn and will 
be turning even more now uh to the man called anwar al-awlaki you know he is a us-born radical cleric he 
speaks english he uses the internet he uses social media to try to reach out and convert new followers he's 
sort of the new breed 10 years later post bin laden he's using um a lot of the current technology to recruit 
followers and inspire attacks more the attention than ever may now focus on him wolf yeah he's the head of 
al qaeda in the arabian peninsula based in yemen an american-born cleric who obviously has a following out 
there i'm also very curious as i'm sure you are chris uh about the number two al-qaeda leader ayman al- 
zawahiri the egyptian physician who's been with bin laden all of these years there was always widespread 
speculation is uh ayman al-zawari hiding out together with bin laden or they separated moved in different 
directions we don't know the fate of iman al-zawahiri right now but presumably we'll get some more 
information on that from the president of the united states he was supposed to address the nation almost an 
hour ago 10 30 p.m eastern it's now getting closer and closer to 11 30 p.m eastern he's going to be going 
into the east room of the white house fairly soon and speaking to all of us and telling us what's going on he'll 
make it all official he'll give us the perspective as only a president of the united states can give that 
perspective he'll also look ahead what does this mean for the united states right now what what does this 
mean for u s citizens what does it mean for u.s allies u.s friends throughout the world al qaeda has been a 
terrorist organization not only attacking u.s targets but targets all over the world whether in 
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targets all over the world whether in europe africa asia in the middle east certainly we've seen the death that 
been wreaked by al-qaeda over the years john king is watching all of this john it's as i say it's almost an hour 
since the president was supposed to speak but as you and i know having both covered the white house uh 
the final draft of a critically important statement like this that will go down in history probably one of the most 
important statements this president will make as president of the united states they want to fine-tune it to 
make sure it is precisely what they uh what they want to say no room for error whatsoever and we'll so often 
we use the term historic and let's admit tonight we use it too often uh tonight let's use it with a capital h uh 
the president united states is going to walk into the white the east room of the white house and announced to 
the american people and announced to the world that the united states has confirmed the killing and the 
death and he is convinced of osama bin laden who has become the face of global terrorism who has become 
the faith enemy number one if you will of the united states of america known most of all as the nefarious 
figure who orchestrated the 9 11 attacks the singular most deadly attack against the united states of america 
everybody who was alive on that day remembers where they were when the twin towers fell when the 
pentagon was attacked when there was a fear that the white house or that the united states capital would be 
under attack when the plane hit the field in shanksfield pennsylvania and as we reflect on that moment and 
as every american remembers their anger their anger their outrage at that moment uh it's also worth 
remembering that is not the only scars osama bin laden has inflicted on the people of the united states and 
others around the world it was november 1998 he was indicted indicted in 1998 on 224 counts of murder for 
embassy bombings in kenya and 
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for embassy bombings in kenya and tanzania it was in 1999 he appeared for the first time on the fbi's most 
wanted list 1999 well before september 11 2011 and on 2000 of course in 2000 he was linked to the attack 
and bombing of the uss cole in yemen that killed 17 sailors and injured 39. so osama bin laden has singularly 
been the face of al-qaeda the face of the terrorism movement against the united states of america wolf and 
you remember full well george w bush said dead or alive george w bush said that getting bin laden bringing 
him to justice was a singular focus of his administration uh that the next president his successor and throw 
throw parties aside doesn't matter democrat doesn't matter republican that a president of the united states 
could walk in to the east room of the white house tonight and tell the american people and tell a global 
audience that osama bin laden is dead that the united states has confirmed it has his body is a signature 
signature moment for the country for this president and for the world and yes there are many many questions 
as to what comes next can al-qaeda regroup will it regroup what will happen in the next 72 100 300 hours will 
there be attempts to lash out at u.s or western installations around the world by al-qaeda supporters and 
sympathizers that is a huge concern for the united states and for the global intelligence agencies tonight it is 
one reason the president is taking his time delivering this speech they want to make sure that everybody 
around the world is on alert but remember wolf the significance of this moment as the president prepares to 
tell this not only to the people of the united states but to a global global audience osama bin laden is dead 
and it's now john approaching 11 30 p.m here on the east coast uh the president getting ready to go into the 
east room of the white house and make this dramatic statement an historic statement to the nation indeed to 
the world uh that uh the uh and there there you see a live picture coming from the east room the president 
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coming from the east room the president will be announced he will walk there up to the podium and make his 
statement uh it was supposed to be made uh an hour or so ago but they're fine tuning it they're making sure 
that all the phone calls are made not only to key members of congress but to key world leaders informing 
them in advance what precisely has happened our gene missouri our homeland security correspondent by 
the way has just received a formal statement from susan collins the ranking member of the senate homeland 
security committee susan collins saying this let me read it to our viewers the director of the national 
counterterrorism center informed me tonight that osama bin laden was killed in a u.s operation this welcome 
news is a credit to our intelligence efforts and brings to justice the architect of the attacks on our country that 
killed nearly 3 000 people on september 11 2011. uh on the other part of the screen you're seeing crowds 


that are gathering outside the north uh the north lawn of the white house on pennsylvania avenue they are 
bringing american flags we heard him singing the star spangled banner just a little while ago let's listen in to 
see if we can hear the chanting the screaming the excitement that's going on [Applause] you can see uh this 
is being uh not only uh take this is not only taking place yeah here in washington outside the white house but 
i'm told from twitter followers and others around the world people are gathering to celebrate to celebrate the 
death of osama bin laden the architect of 9 11 who was killed at a mansion we're told outside of the pakistani 
capital of islamabad and we're told also this was done with the cooperation the assistance of pakistani 
officials we're not exactly sure whether they're military officials intelligence officials but pakistan some 
elements of the 


01:06:02 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=Blu2QKgBO9s&t=3962s 





but pakistan some elements of the pakistani government were helpful in killing bin laden we don't know as i 
say we don't know we don't know if ayman al-zawahiri the number two al-qaeda leader was killed in this 
operation if he were if he was at that mansion at the same time we'll get some more details that's coming up 
now not far from where you saw those crowds gathering at the white house outside the north lawn of the 
white house inside in the east room they're gearing up for the president of the united states the network 
television pool cameras have been in place now for more than an hour ready to go and to broadcast the 
president's statement to all the american people indeed to the world it's now past 11 30 p.m on the east 
coast late sunday night and you know we know uh this occurred many hours ago but they wanted to make 
sure this was in fact bin laden they wanted to do all the vetting uh dna evidence if necessary to make sure 
that the person who they thought was bin laden was in fact bin laden and you see the crowds outside the 
white house and elsewhere uh they're very very excited ed henry is our our senior white house 
correspondent this is tape uh uh that we had just a little while ago over at the white house actually these are 
live pictures we now have a live camera outside the white house you can see the north portico the white 
house right behind them ed what else are you learning so dramatic and when we first reported this cnn was 
first reported this about a half hour ago there were maybe 40 tourists out there right now there are dozens of 
people from all directions i can see them through the white house gates literally running people are running 
to the white house gates you hear the chance of usa usa that crowd that started about 40 people has now 
grown to hundreds uh pretty soon i bet it's going to be thousands as they see these pictures more and more 
people want to join and also the social media uh is spreading the word uh and i can tell you secret service 
officers a few moments ago were literally running up the driveway behind me because they are now trying to 
make sure that they have this 
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trying to make sure that they have this crowd in control it's obviously a positive crowd a happy crowd but they 
were not expecting this late on a sunday night so they are now making sure that that fence at the white 
house is secure no one hops over the fence anything like that uh interesting as well our producer shawna 
shepard was just over there and she said people were telling her this is the best day ever in american history 
there are lots of american flags people cheering president obama one man was holding up a t-shirt that said 
thank you president bush in fact i'm told by a republican official who served in the bush administration they 
had a very elaborate plan about what to do on a night like this they never got to do it it's now going to be 
done under president obama wolf and the president is going to be announced uh within a moment within a 
few seconds uh we're told now he will go up to the podium at the white house take a look at this picture 
here's the east room of the white house the president is going to be announced he will come in he has a 
carefully prepared statement the statement has been worked on now we're told for the last several hours 
they've known about this for a long time over at the white house but they've been waiting patiently to make 
sure that everything was ready to go they've alerted members of congress they've alerted world leaders and 
now the president will tell us officially bin laden is dead good evening tonight i can report to the american 
people and to the world that the united states has conducted an operation that killed osama bin laden the 
leader of al qaeda and a terrorist who's responsible for the murder of thousands of innocent men women and 
children it was nearly 10 years ago that a bright september day was darkened by the worst attack on the 


american people in our history the images of 9 11 are seared into our national memory hijacked planes 
cutting through a cloudless september sky the twin towers collapsing to the ground black smoke billowing up 
from the pentagon the wreckage of flight 93 in shanksville 
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the wreckage of flight 93 in shanksville pennsylvania where the actions of heroic citizens saved even more 
heartbreak and destruction and yet we know that the worst images are those that were unseen to the world 
the empty seat at the dinner table children who were forced to grow up without their mother or their father 
parents who would never know the feeling of their child's embrace nearly 3 000 citizens taken from us 
leaving a gaping hole in our hearts on september 11th 2001 in our time of grief the american people came 
together we offered our neighbors a hand and we offered the wounded our blood we reaffirmed our ties to 
each other and our love of community and country on that day no matter where we came from what god we 
prayed to or what race or ethnicity we were we were united as one american family we were also united in 
our resolve to protect our nation and to predict to bring those who committed this vicious attack to justice we 
quickly learned that the 9 11 attacks were carried out by al qaeda an organization headed by osama bin 
laden which had openly declared war on the united states and was committed to killing innocents in our 
country and around the globe and so we went to war against al qaeda to protect our citizens our friends and 
our allies over the last 10 years thanks to the tireless and heroic work of our military and our counterterrorism 
professionals we've made great strides in that effort we've disrupted terrorist attacks and strengthened our 
homeland defense in afghanistan we removed the taliban government which had given bin laden and al- 
qaeda safe haven and support and around the globe we worked with our 
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and around the globe we worked with our friends and allies to capture or kill scores of al-qaeda terrorists 
including several who were a part of the 9 11 plot yet osama bin laden avoided capture and escaped across 
the afghan border into pakistan meanwhile al-qaida continued to operate from along that border and operate 
through its affiliates across the world and so shortly after taking office i directed leon panetta the director of 
the cia to make the killing or capture of bin laden the top priority of our war against al qaeda even as we 
continued our broader efforts to disrupt dismantle and defeat his network then last august after years of 
painstaking work by our intelligence community i was briefed on a possible lead to bin laden it was far from 
certain and it took many months to run this thread to ground i met repeatedly with my national security team 
as we developed more information about the possibility that we had located bin laden hiding within a 
compound deep inside pakistan and finally last week i determined that we had enough intelligence to take 
action and authorized an operation to get osama bin laden and bring him to justice today at my direction the 
united states launched a targeted operation against that compound in a badabad pakistan a small team of 
americans carried out the operation with extraordinary courage and capability no americans were harmed 
they took care to avoid civilian casualties after a firefight they killed osama bin laden and took custody of his 
body for over two decades bin laden has been al-qaeda's leader and symbol and has continued to plot 
attacks against our country and our friends and allies the death of bin laden marks the most significant 
achievement to date in our nation's effort to defeat al 
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in our nation's effort to defeat al qaeda yet his death does not mark the end of our effort there's no doubt that 
al qaeda will continue to pursue attacks against us we must and we will remain vigilant at home and abroad 
as we do we must also reaffirm that the united states is not and never will be at war with islam i've made 
clear just as president bush did shortly after 9 11 that our war is not against islam bin laden was not a muslim 
leader he was a mass murderer of muslims indeed al qaeda has slaughtered scores of muslims in many 
countries including our own so his demise should be welcomed by all who believe in peace and human 
dignity over the years i've repeatedly made clear that we would take action within pakistan if we knew where 
bin laden was that is what we've done but it's important to note that our counterterrorism cooperation with 


pakistan helped lead us to bin laden and the compound where he was hiding indeed bin laden had declared 
war against pakistan as well and ordered attacks against the pakistani people tonight i called president 
zardari and my team has also spoken with their pakistani counterparts they agree that this is a good and 
historic day for both of our nations and going forward it is essential that pakistan continue to join us in the 
fight against al qaeda and its affiliates the american people did not choose this fight it came to our shores 
and started with the senseless slaughter of our citizens after nearly 10 years of service struggle and sacrifice 
we know well the costs of war these efforts weigh on me every time i as commander-in-chief have to sign a 
letter to a family that has lost a loved one or look into the eyes of a service member 
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eyes of a service member who's been gravely wounded so americans understand the costs of war yet as a 
country we will never tolerate our security being threatened nor stand idly by when our people have been 
killed we will be relentless in defense of our citizens and our friends and allies we will be true to the values 
that make us who we are and on nights like this one we can say to those families who have lost loved ones 
to al qaeda's terror justice has been done tonight we give thanks to the countless intelligence and 
counterterrorism professionals who've worked tirelessly to achieve this outcome the american people do not 
see their work nor know their names but tonight they feel the satisfaction of their work and the result of their 
pursuit of justice we give thanks for the men who carried out this operation for they exemplify the 
professionalism patriotism and unparalleled courage of those who serve our country and they are part of a 
generation that has borne the heaviest share of the burden since that september day finally let me say to the 
families who lost loved ones on 9 11 that we have never forgotten your loss nor wavered in our commitment 
to see that we do whatever it takes to prevent another attack on our shores and tonight let us think back to 
the sense of unity that prevailed on 9 11. i Know that it has at times sprayed yet today's achievement is a 
testament to the greatness of our country and the determination of the american people the cause of 
securing our country is not complete but tonight we are once again reminded that america can do whatever 
we set our mind to that is the story of our history whether it's the pursuit of prosperity for our people 
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for our people or the struggle for equality for all our citizens our commitment to stand up for our values 
abroad and our sacrifices to make the world a safer place let us remember that we can do these things not 
just because of wealth or power but because of who we are one nation under god indivisible with liberty and 
justice for all thank you may god bless you and may god bless the united states of america president united 
states making the dramatic historic announcement that's all official now bin laden is dead the president 
describing in some detail not all of the detail but in some detail how the u-s intelligence community got wind 
that bin laden was hiding somewhere in pakistan and that a team was assembled to go there and kill him 
capture him or kill him in this particular case they killed them the president saying they had cooperation from 
the pakistani government he thanked president zardari of pakistan for the assistance in this effort they had 
the body they retrieved the body and they confirmed in fact it was bin laden i assume they had dna evidence 
in addition to other obvious visual sightings of bin laden they wanted to make sure they had the right 
individual ed henry is over at the white house our senior white house correspondent the president uh he was 
uh he was to the point uh and he understood fully what this announcement means the cheering i can even 
hear it now around the world certainly where you are at the white house wolf this crowd behind me uh 
outside the white house gates it was building literally as the president spoke he the president laid out some 
new details first of all he confirmed what we reported here first which is that osama bin laden was killed in 
pakistan uh not in afghanistan he said deep inside pakistan and gave us some new details that it was last 
week that he authorized the 
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it was last week that he authorized the u.s operation and then it was today that u.s a u.s team he called ita 
small u.s team launched the operation today in pakistan he said that there was a fire fight that osama bin 
laden was killed the u.s took custody of his body and in the words of the president dramatically said quote 
justice has been done i think it was also very interesting that the president uh sort of called on the nation to 
come together he said quote let us think back to the unity after 9 11 he said i know it's been frayed 
sometimes but now is a moment to come together and i can tell you wolf there are a lot of people it started 
with 30 or 40 people there were 30 to 40 people now it's hundreds of them since we first reported it here from 
the lawn hundreds out there now who are coming together to celebrate this moment in american history it's 
been lighting up on social media many of them students from george washington university as you know just 
a few blocks away there's also i can see a lot of tourists out there it's dark out here it's getting very late but 
wolf this crowd is so excited there are american flags being waived they're chanting usa usa others have 
been chanting hey hey goodbye to bin laden uh very angry at him obviously these many years later but 
mostly very positive and enchanting usa usa enchanting as uh singing as well the national anthem off we're 
getting statements and from former presidents uh former president george w bush let me read it to our 
viewers as we look at these pictures outside the north gate of the northwest gate of the white house on 
pennsylvania avenue earlier this evening president obama called to inform me that american forces killed 
osama bin laden the leader of the al qaeda network that attacked america on september 11 i congratulated 
him and the men and women of our military and intelligence community who devoted their lives to this 
mission they have our everlasting gratitude president bush continuing this momentous achievement marks a 
victory for america for people who seek peace around the world and for all those who lost loved ones on 
september 11 2001 the fight against 
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on september 11 2001 the fight against terror goes on but tonight america has sent an unmistakable 
message no matter how long it takes justice will be done more statements coming in from former president 
bill clinton and others let me bring in john king uh who's watching all of this all unfold john as we continue to 
watch the the crowds gathering outside the white house and indeed elsewhere around the country and 
indeed around the world let's reflect a little bit on president obama's words precisely the extent of this 
operation that killed bidlon uh wolf do you see the crowd celebrating across from the white house uh in that 
park on 911 it was filled with white house staffers who were told to flee from the white house that plane that 
landed in the field in shanksville many thought was directed at the white house or the united states capitol i 
was there when the secret service told everybody to run and get out of the building you see a celebration 
tonight the president spoke the words justice has been done for all the president said tonight those four 
words justice has been done i think will echo around the country and around the world tonight as ed henry 
noted very significant the president said there was an operation inside of pakistan conducted by a u.s team 
that involved a firefight there will no doubt be questions about the coordination the sensitivities how did they 
pull this off within pakistan how closely was it coordinated were the pakistanis fully involved or did the united 
states decide to do this and essentially bring the pakistanis in after that will play out in the days and weeks 
ahead because of the sensitivities of that relationship of which you are so well aware and often the frustration 
and the tensions in that relationship but tonight the president of the united states saying almost 10 years 
after 9 11 justice has been done osama bin laden is dead that is why you see that happening right there in 
lafayette park across the street from the white house it is happening no doubt in homes and in public places 
across america tonight because osama bin 
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across america tonight because osama bin laden was the singular face of global terrorism against the united 
states there are a lot of questions what comes next for al-qaeda what is left will it try to retaliate will its 
whether it's al-qaeda in the arabian peninsula whether it's al-qaeda affiliates in somalia or somewhere else in 
the world will they try to retaliate but tonight wolf that celebration in lafayette park speaks volumes yeah i'm 
sure there will be celebrations in new york city in pennsylvania around the country and indeed around the 
world the word is only beginning to get out right right now the president spoke for just under 10 minutes or so 


and he explained why this is so so significant and it comes almost on the 10th anniversary of 9 11. david 
gergen worked for four american presidents he's watching all of this unfold david give me your thoughts well 
this is a momentous evening a rare moment when american all americans can celebrate i thought the 
president captured that weld night this moment of unity not since adolf hitler can i remember a single person 
who has been so hated uh by americans as osama bin laden the architect of an attack out of the blue on us 
and wolf also i think part of this elation tonight comes because we've had 10 long frustrating years since we 
were attacked you know we've been drawn into two wars our way of life has changed here at home we have 
to go through all these these craziness in our airports and we haven't had a victory until now this is the first 
clear-cut victory a night we can all celebrate and thank those troops thank those intelligence officers and yes 
thank president obama and thank president bush i think we have there the leadership of this country 
delivered on this one and there is there is reason so often when we see crowds gather outside those white 
house gates it's not in victory it's usually in sadness or some scandal or something tonight it's a victory for 
the united states and this is a good moment to celebrate all of us yeah it's true that 
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all of us yeah it's true that intelligence failures are always highly publicized intelligence successes not 
necessarily always publicized because intelligence officials don't necessarily run out to alert the world that 
they did this or that but in this particular case a huge intelligence success for the central intelligence agency 
for leon panetta the outgoing director of the cia and others who were involved in this operation fran 
thompson's our homeland security contributor worked for president bush as the homeland security advisor 
you're getting more information on some of the details we're going to be fully briefed in the course of the next 
few hours on all the specific details of what happened fran but what are you learning well wolf when the 
president says that there was a fire fight and that u.s operatives were involved in this firefight and none were 
hurt what he's telling you is that special operations forces obviously crossed the border from afghanistan to 
pakistan to conduct this operation very dangerous wolf would have had would have required a tremendous 
amount of planning including if any of those american operatives have been hurt to get them out and so this 
is it will be a very interesting story when they're able to tell us the additional details uh of just how this thing 
went down and you know it sort of reminds me of the operation that was not successful to get the american 
hostages out of iran you remember those helicopters going down that didn't work out that was a blunder that 
was a mis that was a failure this is a huge huge success and i assume we'll get those details uh fran a 
coordinated operation like this with the government of pakistan with president zardari of pakistan that is very 
very significant because as you know and many of our viewers know there was a lot of u.s suspicion that the 
pakistanis are at least elements of the isi the pakistani intelligence service were not necessarily helping the 
u.s in the hunt for bin laden that's right wolf and it'll have to be it'll be very interesting to understand when did 
president zidari actually know this did he know was it coordinated with him 
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did he know was it coordinated with him before the operation happened i'll tell you wolf given the history of 
our this relationship and the distrust that you talk about it may in fact be that president zidari and the 
pakistani government were not informed until the operation was either underway or immediately after it was 
under finished fran hold on for a second because kenny speck is joining us right now a new york city 
firefighter this must be kenny for you for your fellow firefighters an enormously powerful moment tell us how 
you're feeling uh good evening uh wolf um as a new york city firefighter first and foremost i think i speak for 
all new york city firefighters when i give a heartfelt thank the members of the united states military who took 
on this very very dangerous task i think the most important news we've heard tonight much much more 
important than even the death of osama bin laden is the fact that he lost notes of all american soldiers in this 
very very very dangerous situation uh that they put themselves in harm's way to go and and do the business 
of this country i think that we're a blessed country tonight wolf as a new york city firefighter who survived both 
september 11th an illness diagnosed for my time at september 11th i'm proud to be an american tonight i'm 
proud of all men and women in the service i'm proud of the special operations and uh and and and i know 
that i speak for every member of the new york city fire department when i say that i hope to god he rocked 


some help i i know how that's how you feel kenny speck is a new york city firefighter tell us where you were 
kenny on 9 11. uh wolf i uh i got to the side of the trade center after both um world trade center powers had 
collapsed but before seven world trade center had collapsed so i actually witnessed the collapse of seven 
world trade center 
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the collapse of seven world trade center and i remained at the site until about three o'clock in the afternoon 
on september 12th and uh and i and i and i spent uh i spent up until the end of november down at the site 
and i was diagnosed with cancer in 2007 and uh and i was retired uh disability retired in 2008 and uh and 
and our fight uh our fight has never ended wolf and and i know the fight of this country has never ended and 
and i hope that every uh i hope that every person every person in this country um i hope that tonight we start 
to put the past 10 years behind us i hope tonight we start to start to again feel exactly what we felt 10 years 
ago um the bond of being an american i hope that it comes back again i hope that it's not forgotten um i 
know that our military is first and foremost in our mind tonight they are first and foremost in our minds if i 
could i would i'd hope each and every one of them i'm so proud of the work that they've done and uh and 
they have really brought clothes to a um to a horrible chapter in this country's history did you ever give up 
hope kenny that the u.s would kill bin laden um no but i'd be lying here uh wolf i'd be lying to you if i uh um if i 
thought about it every night no i didn't i i didn't give up hope i mean that's all we had um that's all we had it's 
like anything else though it's just sometimes we think that when it's not spoken about anymore uh we wonder 
really what's still being done i mean um we're in a quagmire for lack of a better term in afghanistan i hope to 
god that that tonight is one large step to uh to maybe wrapping up operations in afghanistan kenny i'm going 
to interrupt because i think i've lost contact with you but i want you to i want you to stand by kenny if you can 
uh stand by for a moment because peter bergen is uh joining us now our national security contributor peter 
you've actually sat down and interviewed osama bin laden back in the 1980s if i'm 
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osama bin laden back in the 1980s if i'm correct uh tell us what you think the president united states saying 
they found bin laden they had actionable intelligence they sent a team in they found him there was a fire fight 
and they killed him they got the body they confirmed beyond a shadow of a doubt this was bin laden 
obviously this is one of the great intelligence successes the united states has ever engaged in um i met bin 
laden wolf as you know in 1997. he uh celebrated his 54th birthday on february 15th uh he was not an old 
man uh the hunt had gone very cold uh people i talked to in the u.s intelligence agencies for years uh used 
phrases like uh you know the trail has gone cold we have uh hypotheses but not actionable intelligence uh 
on bin laden's location uh clearly that changed rather rapidly uh in the last several weeks uh it's interesting to 
me that he was found in abatabad which after all is a not insignificant pakistani city how far from islam about 
is that it's not far at all were we talking like a suburb almost no not a not a suburb but it's in the you know it's 
it's it's relatively nearby uh this is not in the pakistani tribal race it's not in a remote jungle mountainous area 
it's an area that's relatively close to the capital of pakistan let's get a map up there and show our viewers uh 
what we're talking about because the president specifically said uh bin laden was found in this city but go 
ahead have you been to this haven't been to about about let's look at the map here uh and uh so so you see 
islamabad there in the middle uh and there's a badabad right there right yeah so you know the the kind of 
informed hypotheses for a long time was that he was in the pakistani tribal regions which is that this area is 
not in uh that he was in and around there but interesting well if you go back and you look at the capture or kill 
of a lot of other senior members of al qaeda over time many of them were royal pindi was where hal checked 
muhammad the operational commander for that karachi was these are major 
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for that karachi was these are major urban areas they were hiding in not in some room 


END 


